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here are approximately 60 run-
ning BRCs remaining world wide.
By running it is meant that they
range in condition from simply
being able to move under their own power,
even if with a transplanted non-Bantam
engine, to a jeep as nearly perfectly re-
stored as is known how to do. Only a
handful of these cars wear the same tin
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they did when they rolled
out of the Butler factory,
and all but a handful of
them are to a greater or
lesser degree assemblages
of parts from several cars
and with wholly or partly
reconstructed bodies.
Because of the extreme
rarity of finding any BRC
even remotely resembling
a complete car and with
sheet metal capable of
salvation, little distinction
is made in the collecting
community between cars.
If there is a premium for a
largely original car, there
13 no stigma attached to a
largely rebuilt or assembled one. The
reassembly often began while they were in
service even before the war. There is sim-
ply no other alternative. Even pictures of
original BRCs are very difficult to find.
The proper engine, axles and other driv-
ing gear parts make replication of any
significant number of undetectable repli-
cas virtually impossible.

The BRCs, of which there were but a
handful existing before the Army began
its build-up of manpower and equipment
for WWII had been largely forgotten after
Pearl Harbor and when Ford and Willys
began delivering the G503/MB/GPW
version of the jeep. The beautiful and
effective advertising campaign conducted
by Willys-Overland combined with Ford’s
agreement not to compete with a com-
mercial product post-war, and Bantam’s
virtual non-existence as a car company
insured, as it was intended, to leave no
institutional or public memory or the
original jeeps. To secure the trade name
“Jeep”, Willys had to be able to demon-
strate that when a theoretical man on
the street heard the name jeep he
thought of a Willys jeep, and Willys suc-
ceeded in this. (Cf. The Selling of the
All-American Wonder by Fred Coldwell)
Moreover, close to half the Bantams went
to Russia from where they never re-
turned, although they still are
remembered there with affection. State-
side, many of them were rounded up and
destroyed, or sold as surplus before the
war ended.
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DUNCAN ROLLS

veryone in the Bantam community
by now has heard of Duncan
Rolls. Born in England, raised in
Australia and immigrated to the
United States Duncan was a master stone
mason and a member of the paparazzi in
Los Angeles waiting to get his citizenship
cleared. He called the author over a decade
ago inquiring about Bantams saying that
he had tired of all the other jeeps and was
looking for a new project. The idea of creat-
ing a replica of the Bantam pilot car as it
was delivered to Camp Holabird was dis-
cussed and the rest as the cliche goes is
history. Like all the best people, Duncan
turned out to be an obsessive fanatic.
Fortunately, he is married to a sweet
French girl willing not only to put up with
this kind of nonsense, but help out with the
bead roller or whatever else needs doing.

The pilot recreation is still a stunning
work of research and craftsmanship,

worthy of any museum in the world. It is
difficult to say whether the research,

planning and development of parts took
longer than the actual fabrication, but it
18 a near thing, and they both took huge
amounts of time.

Duncan continued his work with Ban-
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tams, restoring the Terry Williams’
collection which was unveiled recently
and revealed the pilot here along with 14
other Bantams, with more yet on the way.
It is a nearly super human accomplish-
ment for one person.
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